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Preparing the Next Generation

Incoming Students

This fall, the Program is proud to welcome a new cohort of 17 students and 18 second year students.
Incoming students bring a wide range of international and domestic experience on issues including
maternal and child health, HIV/AIDS, refugee resettlement, gender-based violence, and clinical care.

Graduating Forced Migration MPH Students

Congratulations to the 17 students who graduated in May 2009: Dina Abbas, Lucy Anderson, Saundra
Ball, Elisabeth Berger, Juliana Bol, Amber Featherstone, Trina Helderman, Brian Hoyer, Elizabeth
Jennings, Solomon Kuah, Faith McCollister, Angela Parcesepe, Kathryn Roberts, Nayomi Sajan, Kelly
Shunk, Cairn Verhulst, and Moneeza Walji. We wish all the graduates well in their endeavors and hope
they will stay in touch.

Global Classroom: Protection of Children in Disaster and War

An initiative linking classrooms across continents launched this fall with a seven-week child protection
course taught simultaneously at the Mailman School of Public Health and in Gulu, Northern Uganda. The
Gulu course is taught by Marie De La Soudiere, MSW, Ph.D. and includes 20 Ugandan practitioners
currently working on relief and development programs. Neil Boothby, EdD teaches the New York-based



course at Columbia University. The course is serving as a pilot to help shape subsequent global
classroom programs.

Students in both courses pursue the same learning agenda, interact with one another on a weekly basis,
and share the results of their respective group projects to promote South-to-North—and North-to-South
learning. Students are asked to critique the global learning component with an eye towards strengthening
subsequent multi-country efforts in the fall of 2010. Partnerships for fall 2010 are expected with the Open
University in Sri Lanka, the University of Indonesia, and the Columbia University Middle East Research
Center in Jordan. The global classroom initiative hopes to include Liberia and Palestine in ensuing years.

2009 Student Practicum

Following two semesters of coursework, Forced Migration students participate in an international
summer practicum. The practicum permits students to demonstrate their capacity to conduct
professional-level work appropriate for an MPH in Population and Family Health. Students are
responsible for the design and implementation of an independent research project on a pertinent
public health or social sector theme. This summer, students worked in 12 countries:

Central African Republic Egypt Ethiopia Ghana
Indonesia Jordan Kenya Malaysia
Rwanda Uganda Sudan Zimbabwe

The students worked with an array of humanitarian organizations including UNHCR, Save the
Children, IOM, CDC, Child Fund International, UNICEF, and Planned Parenthood. In addition, six
students worked with projects related to the Care and Protection of Children in Crisis-Affected
Countries Learning Network (CPC Learning Network). The initiative is funded by USAID’s Displaced
Children and Orphans Fund (DCOF), the Oak Foundation, and the US Institute of Peace (USIP)
and it aims to improve programming for children affected by armed conflict and natural disasters.




On the Frontline

Nathan Manleworked in Zimbabwe with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to document the TB burden in recently deported
Zimbabweans who had been in Botswana illegally. With IOM
and CDC colleagues, Nathan designed and implemented a
questionnaire - the TB Rapid Assessment Tool - that allowed
them to quantify how many probable TB cases they were
missing on a daily basis. This information assisted Nathan
and his colleagues in designing a low cost diagnostic and
treatment program that utilized existing, albeit very limited,
resources at the local government hospital. The aim of
quantifying the TB burden in this vulnerable population was to
know how many referrals IOM would make to the government
hospital per day, week, month and year so that IOM and CDC
could mobilize resources (mainly lab reagents and supplies for sputum microscopy) and support the
hospital in key areas.

How do you provide healthcare to urban refugees? This was the question on CathyB a r 0 anindg s
she began her summer practicum with UNHCR in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Logic says that it should
have been easy — the health infrastructure exists; state of the art hospitals and plenty of well-stocked
healthcare clinics are available in every district of the city. Yet making health happen — making care
accessible and providing health outreach to communities — is another story. While her main work focused
on examining knowledge, attitudes, and practice around family planning among refugees living in Kuala
Lumpur, the discussion always returned to this issue. Using focus groups, questionnaires, and meetings
with refugees and key decision-makers, Cathy came to terms with the inexhaustible negotiations between
the Ministry of Health, NGOs, and UNHCR and recognized the triumphs of a successful conversation and
the repercussions of a lengthy process. During her time in Malaysia, she had the opportunity to interview
and assess individual refugees for direct financial and medical assistance through UNHCR and was able
to assist with training community health workers to provide health education outreach to the enclaves of
refugees across Klang Valley.

Erin Chu, Kay Simmaqmsd Lindsay Starkorked with Neil Boothbyn Indonesia to examine
existing child protection information systems and to develop a set of recommendations for a new
framework aiming to improve data monitoring and
evaluation mechanisms. This entailed mapping
data and information systems amongst child
protection actors and looking at national and
provincial level data and coordination mechanisms.
The team used guidelines, such as semi-structured
interview guides, to inform their initial research
framework. The team developed questions that
touched upon surveillance attributes like:
usefulness, simplicity, flexibility, coordination, and
feasibility and formed categories of questions on
issues of human resources, interagency
coordination, data collection tools, and data management. They also conducted data reviews, focus
group discussions, and in-depth interviews with appropriate actors.




Paul Kellner (rear) with the Institute for Participatory
Interaction in Development team, Sri Lanka

Shweta Dewan, Thomas Duke (Fuller University),
Eba Pasha and Alastair Ager, Uganda

Kay Bernadette Simons, Neil Boothby, Lindsay Stark, and Erin
Chu enjoying good company and food in Indonesia

In the Real World

New Program Learning Group established in
Sri Lanka with a focus on Early Childhood

During the summer of 2009, a new Program
Learning Group (PLG) was established in Sri
Lanka, focusing on early childhood care and
development. This group aims to create an active
and sustainable network of child protection
practitioners in Sri Lanka that will supplement the
efforts of the already existing children’s secretariat.
The PLG will establish a forum consisting of
government, bi-lateral agencies, international and
local NGOs, private sector and academic actors.
The aim of this forum is to share resources and
approaches related to early childhood and
development both nationally and globally.
Additionally, the Open University in Sri Lanka will
work with the PLG in the coming year to develop a
child protection curriculum that will result in a
diploma granting program. The partnership will be
linked to the Global Child Protection Classroom, a
new initiative of the Program on Forced Migration
and Health.

Center on Child Protection at the University of
Indonesia

The Program on Forced Migration and Health, the
University of Indonesia, and UNICEF have
embarked on an ambitious collaboration to
establish The Center on Child Protection at the
University of Indonesia. The Center will develop a
new student-centered, problem-oriented curriculum
on child protection at the University of Indonesia;
offer new research opportunities linked to
government systems and social policies; and
provide technical support to government ministries.
To ensure that its work will not only be
academically rigorous, but relevant to child
protection programs run by government ministries
and civil society organizations, key government
ministries are involved in the development of the
Center.



More news!

August saw the rollout of the first CPC Initiative methods training workshop. Held in Gulu, Northern
Uganda it was delivered in collaboration with the
Program Learning Group established with support
from PFMH and Save the Children. Participants for the
workshop, “Assessing Needs, Mapping Progress’,
came from national and international NGOs working in
the field of child protection in Gulu. The workshop
addressed the importance of reliable information on
child protection needs and systems response as a
basis for planning and advocacy, sharing insights from
an analysis by PFMH student Shweta Dewan of
current information held in Gulu. The workshop
focused on emerging field methods for relevant,
efficient and sensitive data collection in community
settings. These methods were put into practice in a one-day field visit and subsequent group
presentations were made based on the assessment and evaluations. Feedback on the training provided
was very positive, with local members of the Child Protection Working Group planning to use the skills
learned, in an inter-agency child protection assessment in the District.

PFMH faculty, Alastair Ager, and PFMH student, Eba Pasha, collaborated with Cynthia Erickson from the
Fuller Institute in Pasadena, Barbara Lopes-Cardoso based at the CDC in Atlanta, and the Antares
Foundation in the Netherlands in a groundbreaking survey of stress and staff-wellbeing among national
NGO workers. Building on relationships established through CPC work over the past three years with
Child Fund International, Save the Children and other organizations working in Gulu, the survey
examined national staff exposure to acute, chronic and organizational stressors, as well as indicators of
wellbeing such as mental health and burnout. The study - which sampled over 400 staff from a
representative sample of over 20 organizations - is the largest study of its kind responding to increased
awareness of the importance of staff wellbeing for effective and efficient humanitarian programming. Data
from the survey is currently being analyzed, and will be used as the basis for planning a program of NGO
capacity development regarding staff support that has been funded by the CDC.

Andé

Professor Les Roberts and PFMH students, Kathleen
Myer and Alina Potts, implemented the neighborhood
method to measure grave violations of children’s rights
and mortality in the Central African Republic. The
nationwide, household survey was conducted in
collaboration with UNICEF and looked at the violations
of children's rights under UN Security Council
Resolution 1612. This survey uncovered an alarmingly
high mortality rate throughout the country, with a crude
mortality rate double the emergency threshold mortality
rates established by the Sphere Project, Doctors
Without Borders, and CDC. The survey also found that

rape and abduction were the most common child rights

violations in the country and that the UN monitoring
network failed to record more than 99% of incidents reportable under UN Resolution 1612.



Protecting Education from Attack International Experts Summit

Neil Boothby, Director of the Program on Forced Migration and Health, gave the keynote address at
the September 28th Paris, France experts summit on ‘Protecting Education from Attack’ sponsored
by the Office of Her Highness, Sheikha Mozah Bint Nasser al-Missned of Qatar. The event aimed at
developing a ‘state of the art’ review of this topic in time for the 64th session of the UN General
Assembly, when it is anticipated that the wider theme of education in emergencies will receive
particular attention. The purpose was to take critical stock of existing research, effective practices
and lessons learned, to identify opportunities for strengthening monitoring and reporting of attacks
and increasing accountability, and to generate next steps for action and research.

New and Updated Courses

d Protection of Children in Disaster and War: A Global Classroom Linked to
Practitioners in Northern Uganda - Pilot Project

d  Food and Nutrition in Complex Emergencies
d  Data Analysis in Humanitarian Settings
d  Evaluation of Humanitarian Programs

d Law, Policy & Rights

Faculty News

The Program welcomes two faculty members:

Joanne Csetd’hD, MPH$ Assistant Professor of Clinical Population and
Family Health at the Mailman School of Public Health and Director of the
Law and Policy Program at the Department of Population and Family
Health. The main focus of her research and teaching is health, nutrition, and
human rights. Dr. Csete is teaching Food and Nutrition in Complex
Emergencies and Law, Policy, and Rights.

Rachel T. Moresky, MD, MPHAssistant Clinical Professor of
Population and Family Health. She also serves as the Director of
International Emergency Medicine at New York-Presbyterian-University
Hospitals of Columbia and Cornell, Division of Emergency Medicine. Her
work includes international emergency medicine systems development in
resource-poor settings, humanitarian relief, disaster medicine, disaster
communication systems, and public health applications of emergency
medical care. Dr. Moresky is teaching Communicable Diseases in Complex
Emergencies.
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